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Miloliʻi, Hawaiʻi
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Sponsored by:  Paʻa Pono Miloliʻi

Ho‘olaule‘a

Lā‘Elima
Miloliʻi ʻŌpelu Project Program
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Welcoming Protocol

Blessing of Kueni Paulo & Mokulele O Ke Kai
Kahu Brian L. Boshard

Launching of Waʻa to ʻŌpelu Koʻa

ʻŌpelu ceremony, hānai, final season harvest

Lunch at Miloliʻi Hālau
Music by Aunty Diana Aki

Lā ʻElima Storytelling & Celebration
Uncle Walter Kahiwa Jr.

Miloliʻi Keiki Presentations
ʻŌpelu Project
ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi

Hoe Waʻa
Hawaiʻi Aloha

Special Mahalo to...
NOAA - BWET, OHA, QLCC - Kona Unit, KUPA (Friends of Hoʻokena 
Beach Park, Kua O Ka Lā Public Charter School (Miloliʻi Hīpuʻu), Bill 

Rosehill, Miloliʻi ʻOhana, All volunteers and practitioners



On February 5, 1868, there was a great tidal wave that destroyed the entire village of 
Miloliʻi.  Although homes, canoes, fishing equipment, and other things belonging to the 
people were all lost, they were thankful that not one life was lost, human or animal.  The 

people never lost hope and began living by their same patterns again.  The land had 
extended farther out but now there was deep water there and the sea had moved inland.

The little Kalawina church used to be where the pine trees are today.  The church was lifted 
up by the waves and set down many feet from where it had stood before.  (Where it stands 
now is only a few feet away.)  Not one board was broken by the wave and everything was 

just the same except the foundation.  The church bell rang and rang until the building settled 
down and everything was quiet.  Only the regular sound of the waves could be heard then.  

Everything on the beaches was neatly cleaned.

It seemed to the people like it was the end of the world for them.  They were cold and 
hungry.  To keep warm that night they all gathered closed together near where the little 

church was set down by the wave.  They gave their most heart felt prayers of thanksgiving 
to God Almighty for saving their lives.  Even though they were hungry, they praised the one 

Maker of all mankind.  

During their prayers, they heard voices calling and torched lights coming from ma uka.  At 
first the people were frightened because they thought maybe it was the dead coming to 

claim them.  They huddled together more closely to protect the women and children.  But as 
the lights came nearer and the voices kept calling out to the people, some of them 

recognized the voices of their ʻohana who lived up ma uka.

The ʻohana brought much-needed food and clothing.  There was much crying, hugging, 
rejoicing, prayers, and thanksgiving.  

The eldest in the village gathered all the people before the little church with all the food and 
clothing which had been brought to them.  He told the people to kneel down with heads 

bowed, then he called out to the Father Almighty to bless the things which had been brought 
to them, and to bless the ʻohana who had brought these gifts.  He thanked Him for saving 

them and giving them another chance to live and flourish.

From that day on, a rule was made to keep Sunday a sacred day and February 5, 1898, a day 
that must never be forgotten.  The day must be respected and be a memorial for all to 

remember what water can do, and that God Almighty is much stronger.  So from that day 
on, Sunday and the Hauʻoli Kamanaʻo church became a symbol or a shrine for the people 

who were there during that great tidal. 

The little church was originally built in 1865 under the direction of the Rev. John D. Paris.
Note:  According to Tūtū Kipi Kaʻanaʻana, at the time of this great tidal wave, she was a 
young girl and was there was this event took place.  There also is a song written for this 

event called “Lā ʻElima” sung by our own Diana A. Aki.

Lā ‘ElimaM
ele

Lā ‘Elima o Pepeluali
Waimaka helele‘i (he‘e nei) i ke alanui

Paiki pu‘olo pa‘a i ka lima
(Maika pu olo a‘a ika lima)

Waimaka helele‘i i ke alanui
(Ae maka hele he‘e nui i ke alanui)

HUI:
Penei pepe ‘alala nei
(He nei pepe ala‘a nei)

He hu‘i ma‘e ‘ele kou nui kino
(E‘u ima e hele kou nui kino)

Ha‘ina ‘ia mai ana ka puana
He mele he inoa no Miloli‘i
(E mele he inoa no Miloli‘i)

‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i

The fifth day of February
Tears fell along the roadway
(Tears scattered in the street)

Bags and bundles held tightly
Tears fell along the roadway

Chorus:
The babies cry

(You there, baby crying here)
Numbing to the body

(Your whole body will ache with chills)

Tell the refrain
(The refrain is told)

A name song for Miloli‘i
(A song, a name song for Miloli‘i)

‘Ōlelo Ha‘ole

Source:  www.huapala.org
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Clouds of Memories
Aunty Mona Kahele


